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MINE SITES — OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND SAFETY 
Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [2.03 pm]: I rise today to reiterate 
to the house the unwavering commitment of both the Department of Mines and Petroleum and me to 
occupational health and safety on the state’s mine sites. The DMP maintains a program of industry engagement 
that identifies and addresses current and emerging safety issues. These include both reactive and proactive 
measures that assist industry stakeholders to d eliver a safe working environment and ensure compliance with the 
Mine Safety and Inspection Act 1994 and associated regulations. Where significant noncompliance is evident, 
DMP is applying the full set of enforcement tools that are available to it. 

The efficient and safe operation of mines depends on open and honest dialogue between mine management and 
mine workers on all safety matters. Any deficiency in this dialogue can result in catastrophic events that no-one 
wants to see. Mine operators and their employees are responsible for the safe undertaking of work tasks on mine 
sites, which is key to delivering a safe work environment. Fostering proactive communications between key 
mine stakeholders, including safety and health representatives, supervisors, managers and workers, is a key role 
of DMP. 

The Department of Mines and Petroleum has established a ministerial advisory panel with an independent chair 
to consider the future of safety legislation for the resources sector. The panel has members from across the 
resources sector, including representatives from peak industry bodies, UnionsWA and the regulator. The panel is 
tasked with advising me on the way forward with reference to the model act and regulations that have come out 
of the National Mine Safety Framework process. By working together cooperatively, necessary changes will 
provide the framework to see continued improvements in safety outcomes across the resources sector. 

We received very sad news this weekend about the death of a miner at the Central Norseman gold mine. This is 
the first fatality for 2014, and is the fourth since we had a fatality-free year in 2012. It is a strong reminder that 
everyone in the resources industry must redouble their efforts to ensure that all workers return home to family 
and friends safely after every shift. 
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